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 AGENDA ITEM NO. 8 
 

FILWOOD, KNOWLE AND WINDMILL HILL NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PARTNERSHIP 

 
 

20 August 2012 

Report of:  Kurt James, Neighbourhoods Department 

Title:  St Martin’s Road Decision Report 

Contact: 0117 908 4350/kurt.james@bristol.gov.uk 
 

Recommendations 
 
This report is from the Area Co-ordinator.  It is for decision, and the 
Neighbourhood Committee members are recommended to: 

 
1. Agree with the Officer recommendation not to close St Martin’s 

Road (SMR). 
2. Disagree with the Officer recommendation, and proceed with the 

statutory notice for the proposed road closure. 
3. Agree with the Officer recommendation, but support the 

introduction of traffic calming measures on the road as an 
alternative. 

4. A letter be written and distributed to residents of SMR stating the 
NC decision. 

 
Background 
 
The Filwood, Knowle and Windmill Hill Neighbourhood Partnership meeting 
dated 12 June 2012 expected to receive recommendations from Officer on 
the proposed road closure of St Martin’s Road (SMR). 
 
Due to the unavailability of traffic count data taken following the completion of 
the Wells Road GBBN at the above meeting, the decision on SMR was 
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devolved to the Neighbourhood Committee (with the lead taken by the 
Knowle Councillors), which would be made once the traffic count report from 
the BCC Traffic Signals and Street Lighting Manager was available. 
 
A synopsis of the SMR timeline has been included in Appendix B 
 
St Martin’s Road Traffic Count Report (Adam Crowther, BCC Traffic 
Signals and Street Lighting Manager) 
 
Traffic counts were commissioned to assess the number of vehicles using St 
Martin’s Road with the possibility of restricting vehicular access.  The counts 
were conducted in 2010 and again in 2012 following alterations to the junction 
at Wells Road/Priory Road.  The junction modifications were carried out as 
part of the Greater Bristol Bus Network (GBBN) and the implemented design 
facilitated an easier route from Wells Road to Priory Road. 
 
Below are the statistics derived from the manual classified counts, using 
cameras mounted on nearby lamp columns, and the figures represent the 
total flows between 07:00 to 19:00 for each movement. 
 
 Wednesday 

24th May 2010  
Wednesday 
13th June 2012 

Change in 
traffic flows 

A37 Wells 
Road Inbound 

7728 8071 4.3% increase 

Right turn 
from A37 into 
St Martin’s 
Road 

741 461 37.8% 
decrease 

 
 Thursday 25th 

May 2010  
Thursday 14th 
June 2012 

Change in 
traffic flows 

A37 Wells 
Road Inbound 

8080 8029 0.6% decrease 

Right turn 
from A37 into 
St Martin’s 
Road 

713 458 36.8% 
decrease 

 
The number of vehicles using St Martin’s Road has reduced significantly with 
almost 40% less traffic in one direction.  The traffic counts obtained only 
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focus on traffic turning into St Martin’s Road from the Wells Road.  However it 
can be assumed that as vehicles have redirected their journeys in favour of 
the main road and signal junction, that they may also choose this route for 
their return trip. In support of this, informal counts undertaken by residents 
indicate a 25 – 30% reduction.  The improved road markings at the Priory 
Road / Wells Road junction may have also contributed to this reduction. 
 
In addition, if the road was to be closed vehicular activity and congestion 
could increase at certain times of the day, with motorists having to return the 
same way that they entered the road.  This two-way traffic could be a 
particular issue when motorists are dropping off or picking up passengers at 
the Church or Scout Hut, as it is likely that they would arrive at a similar time. 
 
The modifications to the junction enabled an improvement in the traffic 
handling capacity and made it easier for right turning vehicles turning into 
Priory Road.  Therefore during the design it was important to accommodate 
the expected increase in traffic flows and potential queue lengths.  The 
revised junction has been able to adapt to the additional demands with the 
right turn queues contained within the designated area. 
 
Proposals to prohibit vehicles from turning right into St Martin’s Road would 
require drivers to use the Wells Road / Priory Road junction.  The junction 
would be unable to support this increase causing the right turn lane to queue 
back blocking the inbound movement on the Wells Road. 
 
Drawing TS12-06-001 (Appendix A) shows a comparison of the right turn 
queue lengths at the junction.  Lines denoting queue lengths are shown for 
the existing maximum average queue length and the modelled results 
incorporating the additional traffic that would normally use St Martins Road. 
 
Under the Traffic Management Act (2004), the local authority has a 
responsibility for the expeditious movement of traffic.  The proposed 
prohibition would create a significant problem on the network, which would be 
unacceptable to users and stakeholders. 
 
The foreseeable delays of implementing this proposal will increase traffic 
flows on other minor roads, such as Greenleaze and Crossways Road.  For 
these reasons it is not recommended to go ahead with proposals to prohibit 
vehicles from using St Martin’s Road. 
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Neighbourhood Committee Recommendation 
 

1. Agree with the Officer recommendation not to close SMR. 
2. Disagree with the Officer recommendation, and proceed with the 

statutory notice for the proposed road closure. 
3. Agree with the Officer recommendation, but support the 

introduction of traffic calming measures on the road as an 
alternative. 

4. A letter be written and distributed to residents of SMR stating the 
NC decision. 
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